
Table 1. Editors and Peer Reviewers of Cochrane Groups With Competing Interests 

# Editor / 

Peer-

reviewer 

Cochrane 

Group 

Financial relationship with companies that make anticoagulants 

1 Philip Bath, 

MD* 

Stroke He is Professor of Stroke Medicine at The University of Nottingham, a 

post supported by The Stroke Association. Sponsors of the UK Stroke 

Association include Astra Zeneca, Boehringer Ingleheim, Bristol 

Myers Squibb, Merck Sharp Dohme, Sanofi-Synthelabo, and Pfizer. 

He has received payment for talks given at commercially funded 

symposia (involving several companies). He has received payment 

acting as a consultant to several companies.1, 2 

2 Dániel 

Bereczki, 

MD 

Stroke He was co-investigator in RCTs sponsored by Glaxo, Astra, UCB, 

Sanofi-Synthelabo, and Richter. He accepted unrestricted research 

support from several pharmaceutical companies (Sanofi-Synthelabo, 

Richter, Aventis, UCB, Glaxo, Pfizer), and his participation at several 

scientific meetings was partly supported by pharmaceutical companies. 

Travel costs to participate at a Cochrane Reviewers' Training Course 

were covered by a pharmaceutical company (Richter).1  

3 Eivind 

Berge, MD* 

Stroke He has received travel support to conferences and meetings and 

honoraria for lessons at meetings from various pharmaceutical 

companies. He has received unconditional grants from Nycomed 

Pharma, Pharmacia, Upjohn, and AstraZeneca for coordinating the 

Heparin in Acute Embolic Stroke Trial.1, 3 

4 David 

Bergqvist, 

MD* 

Peripheral 

Vascular 

Disease 

He participated on advisory boards and/or research steering committees 

for AstraZeneca, Aventis, Boehringer Ingelheim, Pharmacia/Pfizer, 

and Sanofi-Synthelabo4  

5 Julia Peripheral She participated in trials of clopidogrel (Plavix) funded by Sanofi 



Brittenden, 

MD* 

Vascular 

Disease 

Synthelabo.5-7 

6 Livia 

Candelise, 

MD 

Stroke She coordinates the Cochrane Neurological Network (CNN). Until 

2005, the CNN received support from pharmaceutical companies.1 

7 Graeme 

Hankey, 

MD 

Stroke He has received honoraria, travel and research support from several 

pharmaceutical companies during the past 10 years. The honoraria 

have been for speaking at symposia at scientific meetings, and for 

giving advice on advisory boards.1 

8 Bill Hiatt, 

MD* 

Peripheral 

Vascular 

Disease 

He served as a consultant to and received speakers' bureau honoraria 

from the Bristol Myers Squibb/Sanofi-Synthelabo Partnership.8 9 

9 Peter 

Langhorne, 

MD 

Stroke He has received funding to present at conferences and educational 

grants from pharmaceutical firms.1 

10 Saskia 

Middeldorp, 

MD* 

Peripheral 

Vascular 

Disease 

As one of the Matisse investigators, she investigated fondaparinux 

supported by a grant from NV Organon and Sanofi-Synthélabo.10 

11 Martin 

Prins, MD* 

Peripheral 

Vascular 

Disease 

He participated on the steering committees and in obtaining funding 

from Santofi-Synthelabo and NV Organon drug companies for trials of 

fondaparinux (Aristra) in treatment of DVT and PE.10, 11 Based on the 

results of these 2 studies, the FDA approved fondaparinux for the 

treatment of DVT and PE on May 28, 2004. Anticipating this approval, 

Sanofi-Synthelabo sold Aristra and nadroparine (Fraxiparine) on April 

13, 2004 to GlaxoSmithKline for about $360 million.12 AstraZeneca 

LP; Aventis Pharmaceuticals; Bristol-Myers Squibb/Sanofi-Syntholabo 

Partnership; GlaxoSmithKline; Organon; and Sanofi-Synthelabo LLC 

supported his review of Antithrombotic Therapy for Venous 



Thromboembolic Disease for the Seventh ACCP Conference on 

Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic Therapy.13 Sanofi Winthrop 

provided him with research funding for a study comparing Fraxiparine 

with heparin.14 

12 Peter P. 

Sandercock, 

MD* 

Stroke He was the principal investigator of the International Stroke Trial 

(IST). Its sponsors include the UK Stroke Foundation which is funded 

by Astra Zeneca, Bayer, Boehringer Ingelheim, Bristol-Myers-Squibb, 

Sanofi-Synthelabo, Merck Sharp Dohme, and Pfizer.2, 15 He has 

received lecture fees and travel expenses for lectures delivered at 

conference  from a variety of manufacturers of antiplatelet and 

anticoagulant drugs (Sanofi, Bristol Myers Squibb, Sanofi-Synthelabo, 

Organon, Boehringer Ingelheim, Janssen). He has received research 

grants from Glaxo-Wellcome and Boehringer Ingelheim including the 

drug supply for the start-up phase of the IST-3 trial.16 

13 Thomas 

Wakefield, 

MD* 

Peripheral 

Vascular 

Disease 

As one of the “PIOPED” investigators, he co-authored, “Multidetector 

Computed Tomography for Acute Pulmonary Embolism,” funded by 

the US National Institutes of Health.17 One of his research studies, 

“Inhibition of Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT)-Induced Inflammation 

and Thrombosis by Melagatron,” is funded by Astra Zeneca.18 He has 

been an author on a study of the "American Venous Forum" that is 

funded by Sanofi Aventis.19 At the University of Michigan Medical 

Center, he has an endowed chair as Professor of Surgery in the Section 

of Vascular Surgery and directs the noninvasive vascular laboratory. 

The need for the tests that this laboratory performs for clinical and 

research purposes depends on the assumption that anticoagulant 

prophylaxis and therapy is indicated for venous thromboembolism.  

* Undisclosed financial conflict of interest 



Table 2. Authors of Cochrane Anticoagulation Reviews With Competing Interests 

# Reviewer # review Financial conflict of interest 

1 Ale Algra, 

MD* 

33 He was a member of the Executive Committee of the 

European / Australian Stroke Prevention in Reversible 

Ischaemia Trial (ESPRIT), funded by the Netherlands Heart 

Foundation, University Medical Center Utrecht, UK Stroke 

Association, French Ministry of Health, Janivo Foundation, 

Aegon, Netherlands Thrombosis Foundation, and the 

European Commission.20 The UK Stroke Association’s 

sponsors include Boehringer Ingleheim, Sanofi-Synthelabo, 

Bristol Myers Squibb, Pfizer, Merck Sharp Dohme, and 

Astra Zeneca.2 A secondary analysis of ESPRIT data was 

funded by Boehringer Ingleheim.21 

2 Eivind 

Berge 

Author: 14 

Editor: 1, 13, 15-17, 

23, 24, 32, 33, 43, 47, 

52 

See editors (Table 2).  

3 Harry R. 

Büller, MD* 

2, 5, 6, 20 He received honoraria and grants from Sanofi-Synthe´labo, 

NV Organon11 and research funding from Leo Laboratories 

for a comparison of tinzaparin and enoxaparin.22 

AstraZeneca LP; Aventis Pharmaceuticals; Bristol-Myers 

Squibb/Sanofi-Syntholabo Partnership; GlaxoSmithKline; 

NV Organon Sanofi-Synthelabo LLC supported his review 

of Antithrombotic Therapy for Venous Thromboembolic 

Disease for the Seventh ACCP Conference on 

Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic Therapy.13  

4 I. Chung, 18, 19 He was a co-investigator in the “Warfarin and Antiplatelet 



MD* Therapy in Heart Failure (WATCH) Trial” which was 

partly funded by Dupont, Sanofi and Bristol-Myers 

Squibb.23 

5 Alexander T 

Cohen, 

MD* 

10 As a member of the PEGASUS investigators and 

ARTEMIS investigators, he conducted fondaparinux trials 

funded by NV Organon Sanofi-Synthelabo and 

GlaxoSmithKline and has been a consultant for these 

anticoagulant producing companies.24, 25  

6 Sergio 

Coccheri, 

MD* 

21 He served as one of the CAPRIE investigators in a trial 

funded by Sanofi and Bristol-Myers Squibb.26 

7 Benilde 

Cosmi, MD 

21, 50 He received lecture fees from Instrumentation Laboratory 

in Milan regarding anticoagulation studies.27  

8 Carl 

Counsell, 

MD* 

13, 15, 16, 17 He was on the Steering Committee of the International 

Stroke Trial.16 Its sponsors include the UK Stroke 

Foundation, which is funded by Astra Zeneca, Boehringer,  

Bristol-Myers-Squibb, Ingleheim, Sanofi-Synthelabo, 

Merck Sharp Dohme, and Pfizer.2, 15 

9 S.F.T.M. de 

Bruijn, MD* 

1 He was co-principal investigator for the cerebral venous 

sinus thrombosis (CVST) Study Group Trial. Sanofi-

Winthrop (Dutch division) funded the trial.28  

10 E.L.L.M. De 

Schryver, 

MD* 

33 He/she was a member of the Executive Committee of the 

European / Australian Stroke Prevention in Reversible 

Ischaemia Trial (ESPRIT), funded by the Netherlands Heart 

Foundation, University Medical Center Utrecht, UK Stroke 

Association, French Ministry of Health, Janivo Foundation, 

Aegon, Netherlands Thrombosis Foundation, and the 

European Commission.20 The UK Stroke Association’s 



sponsors include Boehringer Ingleheim, Sanofi-Synthelabo, 

Bristol Myers Squibb, Pfizer, Merck Sharp Dohme, and 

Astra Zeneca.2 A secondary analysis of ESPRIT data was 

funded by Boehringer Ingleheim.21  

11 James D. 

Douketis, 

MD* 

11 He is a research scholar of the Heart and Stroke Foundation 

of Canada. Funders of this foundation include AstraZeneca 

Canada, Bayer, Boehringer Ingelheim Ltd./Ltée, Sanofi-

Aventis, and Pfizer Canada Inc.29  

12 John W. 

Eikelboom, 

MD* 

11 He is a research scholar of the Heart and Stroke Foundation 

of Canada. Funders of this foundation include AstraZeneca 

Canada, Bayer, Boehringer Ingelheim Ltd./Ltée, Sanofi-

Aventis, and Pfizer Canada Inc.29 He has received honoraria 

for speaking at symposia sponsored by pharmaceutical 

companies that market low-molecular-weight heparin 

preparations,30 including Aventis, Sanofi-Synthelabo and 

grants from Aventis and Sanofi-Synthelabo.31 

13 DC 

Felmeden, 

MD 

54 He/she worked in the Haemostasis, Thrombosis and 

Vascular Biology Unit, University of Birmingham. This 

unit undertakes clinical trials of antithrombotic therapy in 

cardiovascular disease and stroke, and has received research 

funding from various pharmaceutical companies involved 

in thrombosis and antithrombotic therapy. 

14 Gord 

Gubitz, 

MD* 

15, 17 He enrolled several patients in the International Stroke 

Trial. Its sponsors include the UK Stroke Foundation which 

is funded by Astra Zeneca, Boehringer, Bristol-Myers-

Squibb, Ingleheim, Sanofi-Synthelabo, Merck Sharp 

Dohme, and Pfizer.2, 15
 

15 Robert G. 32, 43 He co-authored an article supporting anticoagulant use in 



Hart, MD* atrial fibrillation patients funded by the American Heart 

Association. AHA financial supporters include Abbott 

Vascular, AstraZeneca, Bayer, Bayer HealthCare, 

Boehringer Ingelheim Ltd./Ltée, Bristol-Myers Squibb, 

GlaxoSmithKline, Merck & Co., Inc., Merck/Schering 

Plough, Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation, Pfizer 

Pharmaceuticals, Sanofi-Aventis, Sanofi-Synthelabo Inc., 

Schering Plough, and Wyeth.32, 33 Dr Hart was a leader of 

the ACTIVE W trial, comparing vitamin k inhibitors with 

antiplatelet agents, funded by Sanofi -Aventis and Bristol-

Myers Squibb.34
 

16 L.Jaap 

Kappelle, 

MD, PhD* 

33 He was a member of the Executive Committee of the 

European / Australian Stroke Prevention in Reversible 

Ischaemia Trial (ESPRIT), funded by the Netherlands Heart 

Foundation, University Medical Center Utrecht, UK Stroke 

Association, French Ministry of Health, Janivo Foundation, 

Aegon, Netherlands Thrombosis Foundation, and the 

European Commission.20 The UK Stroke Association’s 

sponsors include Boehringer Ingleheim, Sanofi-Synthelabo, 

Bristol Myers Squibb, Pfizer, Merck Sharp Dohme, and 

Astra Zeneca.2 A secondary analysis of ESPRIT data was 

funded by Boehringer Ingleheim.21 

17 Marianne 

Koopman, 

MD* 

5, 6, 20, 37 She has been paid by Sanofi Winthrop (Paris) for a trial 

involving fraxiparine, a LMWH.14  

18 Peter J. 

Koudstaal, 

MD* 

23, 24, 33 He was the principal investigator of the European / 

Australian Stroke Prevention in Reversible Ischaemia Trial 

(ESPRIT), funded by the Netherlands Heart Foundation, 



University Medical Center Utrecht, UK Stroke Association, 

French Ministry of Health, Janivo Foundation, Aegon, 

Netherlands Thrombosis Foundation, and the European 

Commission.20 The UK Stroke Association’s sponsors 

include Boehringer Ingleheim, Sanofi-Synthelabo, Bristol 

Myers Squibb, Pfizer, Merck Sharp Dohme, and Astra 

Zeneca.2 A secondary analysis of ESPRIT data was funded 

by Boehringer Ingleheim.21 

19 Anthonie 

W.A. 

Lensing, 

MD* 

3, 4 He is an employee of NV Organon.10 Sanofi-Synthélabo 

and NV Organon sold fondaparinux and fraxiparine to 

GlaxoSmithKline in 2004 for $360 million.12 He had 

anticoagulant research funding from Sanofi Winthrop for a 

study of nadroparine35 and Leo Laboratories for a 

comparison of tinzaparin and enoxaparin.22  

20 Gregory 

Y.H. Lip, 

MD* 

18, 19 AstraZeneca LP; Aventis Pharmaceuticals; Bristol-Myers 

Squibb/Sanofi-Syntholabo Partnership; GlaxoSmithKline; 

Organon Sanofi-Synthelabo LLC supported his review of 

Antithrombotic Therapy in Peripheral Arterial Occlusive 

Disease for the Seventh ACCP Conference on 

Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic Therapy.13 Bristol-

Myers-Squibb funded one of his trials.36 As one of the 

CORTES Investigators, he was funded by Knoll/Abbott 

Laboratories to study reviparin (Clivarin-a low molecular 

weight heparin).37 Dr. Lip has received research funding 

from AstraZeneca, Merck, and Servier, and has received 

honoraria for his participation on advisory boards and/or as 

a speaker at educational events from AstraZeneca, Servier, 

Boehringer Ingelheim, Novartis, Mitsubishi, Pharma, 



Yamanuchi, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Sanofi-Synthelabo-

Organon, GlaxoSmithKline, Sankyo, and Merck.4 His unit 

was a centre for “The Warfarin and Antiplatelet Therapy in 

Heart Failure (WATCH) Trial,” funded by Dupont, Sanofi 

and Bristol-Myers Squibb.23 

21 Kirk D. 

Magee, MD 

29, 30, 31 His employer, the Division of Emergency Medicine, 

University of Alberta, received funding from Pharmacia, 

Aventis, and Sanofi for educational and research 

purposes.38 

22 Saskia 

Middeldorp, 

MD* 

Author: 34, Editor: 2-

8, 10-12, 20, 21, 25, 

28, 37-42, 59 

See editors above. 

23 David 

Moher, PhD 

29, 30 His employer, the Division of Emergency Medicine, 

University of Alberta, received funding from Pharmacia, 

Aventis, and Sanofi for educational and research 

purposes.38 

24 Martin H. 

Prins, MD* 

Author: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 

7, 8, 20 

Editor: 10-12, 21, 25, 

28, 37-42, 59 

See editor list above.  

25 Daniel John 

Quinlan, 

MD* 

11 He has received funding from Knoll Pharmaceuticals,37 and 

honoraria for speaking at symposia sponsored by 

pharmaceutical companies that market low-molecular-

weight heparin preparations,30 including Aventis and 

Sanofi-Synthelabo.31 

26 Morten 

Schnack 

Rasmussen, 

28 During the review process, he was part time working as a 

research fellow on long term thrombosis prophylaxis, partly 

paid for by Pharmacia/Upjohn.39 He was also principle 



MD* investigator for a Pfizer-funded dalteparin prophylaxis 

trial.40 

27 Brian H. 

Rowe, MD 

29, 30 His employer, the Division of Emergency Medicine, 

University of Alberta, received funding from Pharmacia, 

Aventis, and Sanofi for educational and research 

purposes.38
 

28 Peter P. 

Sandercock, 

MD* 

Author: 13 – 17  

Editor: 1, 23, 24, 32, 

33, 43, 47, 52 

See editors (Table 2). 

29 Ritu Saxena, 

MD* 

23, 24 She was on the Steering Committee of the International 

Stroke Trial. The IST sponsors included the UK Stroke 

Foundation which is funded by Astra Zeneca, Boehringer,  

Bristol-Myers-Squibb, Ingleheim, Sanofi-Synthelabo, 

Merck Sharp Dohme, and Pfizer.2, 15 

30 Holger J. 

Schünemann

, MD* 

22 Dr. Schünemann has received research funding from 

AstraZeneca, Boehringer Ingelheim, Pfizer, and Amgen Inc. 

He has received honoraria and consultant fees from 

AstraZeneca, Boehringer Ingelheim, and Amgen that were 

deposited into research accounts at the University of 

Buffalo and McMaster University.4 He was co-author of 6 

articles from the Seventh ACCP Conference on 

Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic Therapy.41-46 

AstraZeneca LP; Aventis Pharmaceuticals; Bristol-Myers 

Squibb/Sanofi-Syntholabo Partnership; GlaxoSmithKline; 

Organon Sanofi-Synthelabo LLC supported this 

anticoagulant-guideline producing conference.4  

31 W. Sevcik, 

MD 

30 His employer, the Division of Emergency Medicine, 

University of Alberta, received funding from Pharmacia, 



Aventis, and Sanofi for educational and research 

purposes.38 

32 Prakesh 

Shah, MD* 

40, 41, 48, 49 After concluding review #48 of continuous heparin infusion 

to prolong CVP catheter use in neonates, the authors 

initiated an RCT evaluating this intervention supported by 

the SickKids Foundation/Institute for Human Development, 

Child and Youth Health—CIHR National Grants 

Program.47 Baxter Corporation, Bayer Inc. and 

GlaxoSmithKline are financial supporters of The SickKids 

Foundation/Institute for Human Development.48 

33 Vibhuti 

Shah, MD* 

40, 41 Dr. Shah is a co-author of an RCT evaluating continuous 

heparin infusion to prolong CVP catheter use in neonates 

supported by the SickKids Foundation/Institute for Human 

Development, Child and Youth Health—CIHR National 

Grants Program.47 Baxter Corporation, Bayer Inc. and 

GlaxoSmithKline are financial supporters of The SickKids 

Foundation/Institute for Human Development.48 

34 Jan Stam, 

MD* 

1 He was co-principal investigator for the cerebral venous 

sinus thrombosis (CVST) trial. Sanofi-Winthrop (Dutch 

division) funded the trial.  

35 Peer Wille-

Jørgensen, 

MD* 

28 He has received research funding from Novartis49 and co-

authored a Pfizer-funded dalteparin prophylaxis trial.40  

36 J. van Gijn, 

MD* 

33 He/she is a member of the Executive Committee of 

ESPRIT, the European / Australian Stroke Prevention in 

Reversible Ischaemia Trial.21 The UK Stroke Association 

contributed to the ESPRIT trial.50 The UK Stroke 

Association sponsors include Boehringer Ingleheim,  



Sanofi-Synthelabo, Bristol Myers Squibb, Pfizer, 

Merck Sharp Dohme, and Astra Zeneca.2 

* Undisclosed financial conflict of interest 
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