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The therapeutic effects of heparin, streptokinase, and Malayan pit viper venom (Arvin) have been compared in three 

randomly selected groups of patients with deep-vein thrombosis in the legs. 

 

The diagnosis of deep-vein thrombosis was established in each of 21 patients by use of ascending functional 

phlebography (Kakkar and Flanc, 1968) and 125 I-labelled fibrinogen(Atkins and Hawkins, 1965).  The various agents 

were given by sustained intravenous infusion, and tne rate was controlled by the haematological response. Repeated 

phlebograms and rapidity of fall in radioactive counts were used as objective criteria to assess the effectiveness of 

treatment.  In another 6 patients, who were not treated, the progress of thrombi was followed by radioactive counting 

and phlebography. 

 

In 11 patients treated with streptokinase there was complete clearance of thrombi in 5, partial clearance only in 

5, and no improvement in 1. In 7 patients treated with heparin there was complete clearance of clots in 2, partial 

clearance only in 3, and 2 patients died during therapy. In 3 patients treated with Arvin there was only partial 

clearance of thrombi in each case. In 6 untreated patients thrombi remain unchanged in 5. 


